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CONSTITUION OF SAINT JAMES’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

WEST BEND, WISCONSIN 

 

SECTION 1. Annual Parish Meeting.     The Annual Meeting shall be held in the week of 

the third Sunday in January of each year at such time and place as shall be 

fixed by, in the following order of precedence; the Rector, the Senior 

Warden, or the Vestry. If, for any reason, the Annual Meeting shall not be 

held during the week above-specified, it may be held as a Deferred Annual 

Meeting on such day and at such time and place as shall be fixed in the 

manner above-provided. 

SECTION 2. Special Parish Meetings.     Special Parish meetings may be called and held 

at any time provided by Section 1 of Canon 16. 

SECTION 3. Notice and Conduct of Parish Meetings.     Public Notice of Parish 

Meetings shall be given and such Meetings shall be conducted and shall 

have the powers and duties as provided in Canons 15 and 16.  

SECTION 4. Quorum.     Fifteen members of the Parish shall constitute a quorum at all 

Parish Meetings and the act of a majority of the members present shall be 

the act of the meeting. 

SECTION 5. Order of Business at Parish Meetings.     

The Daily Offices of the Church. 

Reading of the minutes of the previous meeting and approval. 

Report of Rector. 

Report of Wardens. 

Report of Clerk. 

Report of Treasurer. 
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Report of Committees. 

Unfinished Business. 

New Business. 

Election of Officers. 

SECTION 6. Officers and Their Election.     The officers of the Parish shall be a Rector, 

Senior Warden, Junior Warden, nine additional Vestrymen and such other 

persons as shall be prescribed by this Constitution or Canons of the 

Diocese, or as may be constituted and authorized by the Vestry. 

 The Parish shall elect the Wardens and the Vestry at the Annual Meeting. 

The Wardens shall be elected for terms of three years each. No person 

may be elected as either Senior Warden or Junior Warden for more than 

one full three-year term without one year intervening between terms in the 

same office. The Senior Warden shall be elected in odd-numbered years 

and the Junior Warden shall be elected in even-numbered years. 

 At the 1974 organizational Parish Meeting, nine Vestrymen and two 

Wardens were elected whose terms shall commence in January 1975. 

Vestrymen shall hold terms as follows: three Vestrymen elected for three 

years, three Vestrymen elected for two years, and three Vestrymen elected 

for one year. At each Annual Meeting thereafter three Vestrymen shall be 

elected for terms of three years each, except when elected to fill vacancies. 

No person shall be elected a Vestryman for more than one full three-year 

term without one year intervening between his terms. 

 At the 1983 Annual Meeting, elections were held for Senior Warden to fill 

the position vacated by a resignation. The election was to a two-year term. 

 Pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes 187.01 (3) and 187.04, the Rector, 

Wardens, and Vestrymen shall be designated the Trustees of Saint James’ 

Episcopal Church and shall be empowered to receive, hold and purchase; 
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to lease, mortgage, sell, or otherwise dispose of all or any portion of the real 

and personal estate of the corporation and hold all other powers of 

Trustees enumerated in Wisconsin Statues 187.01 (d), 187.04, 187.06, and 

187.07. The Trustees shall serve with or without bond as provided in the 

By-Laws. 

SECTION 7. Vestry Meetings.     Regular meetings of the Vestry shall be held at least 

quarter-annually at such times as the Vestry shall determine by resolution. 

An organizational meeting for the election of officers and the transaction of 

other pertinent business shall be held as soon as may be after the Annual 

Parish Meeting and may be held immediately after the adjournment of such 

Meeting without notice other than announcement at such Parish Meeting, 

providing a quorum be present. 

 Special meetings of the Vestry may be called and all meetings of the Vestry 

shall be conducted as provided by Canon 17. Subject to such provisions, the 

Vestry may adopt its own rules and regulations as to its procedure at 

meetings and of the management of the property and affairs of the Parish. 

SECTION 8. Duties of and Powers of Officers.     The duties, powers, rights, and 

obligations of the Vestry and all of the officers of the Parish shall be as 

provided and directed by the Constitution and Canons of the Church in the 

United States and the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese of 

Milwaukee, and in the Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of the Church as 

expressed in the Book of Common Prayer. Reference to Canons are to the 

Canons of the Diocese of Milwaukee.  

 The duties, powers, rights, and obligations of other officers and agents, 

committees, guilds, and employees to the extent not covered by the 

foregoing paragraph shall be those as directed from time to time by the 

Vestry. 

This Parish, as a constituent part of the Diocese of Milwaukee, expressly 

recognizes and adopts as authoritative the Constitution and Canons of the 
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Church in the United States of America; and the Constitution and Canons 

of the Diocese of Milwaukee; and also the Doctrine, Discipline, and 

Worship of the Church as expressed in the Book of Common Prayer. 

SECTION 9. Incorporation of Parish.     The Rector and the original Wardens and 

Vestrymen of this Parish have heretofore caused a corporation to be 

organized pursuant to Chapter 187 of the Wisconsin Statutes with the name 

of the Rector, Wardens, and Vestrymen of Saint James’ Episcopal Church. 

The Certificate of Incorporation of said corporation was signed under the 

date of August 28, 1974 and was recorded in the office of the Register of 

Deeds for Washington County on August 29, 1974 in Volume 571 of 

Records, pages 378-379, as Document No. 356380 and on said date the 

corporate existence commenced. Said Certificate of Incorporation is hereby 

approved as the Incorporation of this Parish. 

SECTION 10. Amendments.     This Constitution may be amended by a majority vote of 

the members of the Parish present and entitled to vote at any regular or 

special meeting of the Parish at which a quorum is present, provided that 

notice of the proposed Amendment shall be included in the notice of 

meetings. 

APPROVED at a meeting of the Vestry duly held on August 28, 1974, as authorized by a meeting 

of the Parish on January 27, 1974. 

/s/ Gary W. Leeson 

Gary W. Leeson                                    Rector 

 

/s/ Robert A. Meyer 

Robert A. Meyer                     Senior Warden 

 

/s/ Louis w. Falk 

Louis W. Falk                                        Clerk 

 


